
Explanation of Colors and Symbols Used to Characterize Lithologic Units

Lithology Accessories Symbol Rock Colors Symbol

Anhydrite / / / / / / / / / / Bentonite K Light Gray 1
Bentonite √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ Calcite C Medium Gray 2

Chert ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ ∆ Fossils F Dark Gray 3
Coal █ █ █ █ █ █ █ █ █ █ Fractures | Black 4

Conglomerate o o o o o o o o o o Glauconite g Brown B
Dolomite ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ ≠ Hematite H Green G

Halite ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ ⊞ Mica V Orange O
Igneous Rocks + + + + + + + + + + Oolite O Purple P

Limestone ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ ┴ Pyrite # Red R
Mudstone / Clay ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ ▒ Quartz Q White W

Sandstone · · · · · · · · · · Siliceous S
Shale - Black ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ ▬ Symbol

Shale - Green - - - - - - - - - - Oil Show O Good III
Shale - Gray ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ ─ Gas Show G Medium II
Shale - Red – – – – – – – – – – Trace to Poor I
Shale - Silty ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ ≂ Good VVV

Siltstone ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ ≈ Medium VV
No Data N N N N N N N N N N Trace to Poor V

Lithologic units may be represented by more than one color/symbol combination.  For example, a unit consisting of equal parts sandstone,

gray shale, and limestone would show equal portions of the color/symbol combinations for these three lithologic units (see example below).

· · · ─ ─ ─ ─ ┴ ┴ ┴ Example
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